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USAC
Vice President, High Cost and Low Income Division
200L StreetNW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20036

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45/WC Docket No. 14-58, Annual State Certification of
Support For Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. $ 54.314

pursuant to the requirements of 47 C.F.R. $ 54.314, the Alabama Public Service

Commission (ApSC) hereby certifies to the Federal Communications Commission and the

Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) that the telecommunications carriers included

in Attachment ..A" of this letter are eligible to receive federal High-cost support for the years

cited.

The representations and certifications herein provided are largely the product of informal

proceedings conducted before the APSC in Docket 25980. The APSC certifies for the carriers

iirt"d in Attachment "A" that all federal high-cost support provided to such carriers within

Alabama was used in the preceding year (2017) and will be used in the coming calendar year

(2019) only for the provision, maintinance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the

support is intended.

The ApSC thanks the Commission and USAC for its diligence and cooperation in this

matter. please date stamp the extra copy of this filing and return it to the APSC in the enclosed,

stamped, self-addressed envelope.
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ATTACHMENT.'A"

ALABAMA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CERTIFIED TETECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS ETIGIBTE TO RECEIVE

FEDERAL HIGH COST SUPPORT FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2018

COMPANY NAME AND STUDY AREA CODE (SAC)

A- ROR ILECS ACCEPTING ALTER'NATIVE COST

ALLOCATION MODEL (ACAM)

B- ROR ILECS NOT ACCEPTING ACAM THUS ARE

BROADBAND LOOP SUPPORT (tsI-S)

P. PRICE CAF CARRIERS THAT HAVE ACCEPTED TI-{E

CAF IISUPORT
F- CLECS RECEIVIilIG FROZEN SUPPORT UNTIL

COMPETIVE BIDDING IS FINIALIZED

A

A

B

B

B

P

B

A

P

B

B

B

B

B

B

P

B

P

P

P

COMPANY
RE NE COMP INC

BLOI.,,NTSVILLE TEL CO

ERINDLEE MOUNTAIN

SAC
290280
250282
2502&3

BUTLER TEL CO 250284

CASTLEBERRY TEL CO 250285

NATIONAL OF ALABAMA 2s0286

TARMERS TELECO ru cooP 25A290

KNOLOG OF TI-IE ALLEY INL,
KN 0LOG TOTAL COMMUN ICATIO INC

INC
GULF TEL CO. AL

22A371
25A295
214291
25A298

HAYNEVILLE TEL CO 250299

HOPPER TELECOMM. CO 250300

FROI{TIER-LAMAR CNTY 25A301

INDSTREAM AL 25A342

hillLLRY TEL CO
MON.CRE TEL COOP

250344
250305

FROI{TIER COMM.-AL 250306

MOUNDVILLE TEL CO 254307

PEOPLES TEL CO

250308
254311
25A312
250314

PINT BELT TEL CO

RAGLAND TEL CO

2503'15
250316

ROANOKE TEL CO 250317

FRONTIER CO[lI IU-SOUTH

UNION SPR,I NGS TE!- CO

ALLEY TELEPHO N E cor\, ItANY htc

BELLSOUTH TELEc0il/lM UN ICATI LLC

HAYN EVILLE FIBER TRANSPORT INC.

CABLEVISION INC

25031 I
250322
22A324
2s5181
259008
255025

ENTURYTEL oF ALAtsAMA LL

CENTU RYTEL.AL-SOUTH 259788

CENTURYTE!-.AL.NO RTH 259789
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CERTIFICATION OF CARRIERS
RE C EIVING FEDERAL I.INIVERSAL
SERYICE FTIND I{IGII COST
SUPPORT FOR 2019

DOCKET 25980

IN RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TI{E
UNTVERSAL SERVICE REQUIREMENTS
IN THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT
OF 1996, SECTION 254 AND 47 C.F.R S

54.314

FURTIIER REPORT AND ORDER

BY TI{E COMMISSION:

I. Introduction and Background

By Order entered in this cause on October 25,2Ol7,Eligible Telecommunications Carriers

(,,ETCs,,) in Alabama, that are subject to the Alabama Public Service Commission's

(..Commission ,) jurisdiction, were ordered to file their proposals for utilization of projected2019

federal high-cost universal service support (the "2019 high-cost support") by no later than July 10'

2018. By order released June 6, z}lS,under wc Docket 10-90, the FCC Wireline competition

Bureau, on its own motion granted a brief, limited waiver of the filing deadline, extending it until

July 16, 20ig. The commission's order afforded interested parties the latitude to submit

comments in response to those filings no later than July 24,2018, with any reply comments due

on orbefore JulY 31,2018.
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The Federal Communication Commission ("FCC") price cap carriers indicate their plan

and intent is to make broadband available to eligible living units in the census blocks identified

by the FCC pursuant to requirements and benchmarks. The price cap carriers in Alabama arei

1. CenturyTel of Alabama, LLC dlbla CenturyLink (Southern), CenturyTel of

Alabama, LLC dlblaCenturyLink (Northern) and Gulf Telephone Company LLC

dlblaCenturyLink(collectively"Centurylink");
2. BellSouth Telecommunications LLC dlblaAT&T Alabama ("AT&T");

3. Windstream Alabama, LLC ("Windstream");

4. GTC, IncT dlb I aFairPoint Communications ("FairPoint") ;

5. Frontier Communications of Alabama,LLC, Frontier Communications of Lamar

county, LLC and Frontier communications of the South, LLC (collectively

"Frontier").

The Alabama price cap carrier certifications are attached in Appendix "B"'

Beginning with the FCC's November 18, 2011, Connect America Fund ("CAF") Order,

the FCC made significant changes to federal universal service support, primarily by redirecting

the funds from the support of voice service in rural high-cost areas to the support of broadband

capable networks in specific unserved or underserved areas.l This transition has taken place in

stages, with different implementation schedules for price-cap and rate-of-return carriers' As part

of the Transformation Order,2 the FCC also created uniform annual compliance and reporting

rules for all FCC high-cost support recipients. For price-cap carriers, the transition has culminated

in the offer and acceptance of Connect America Phase II ("CAF II") funding'3 Under CAF II' the

FCC made specific statewide funding offers to each carrier for the deployment of broadband

t Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Connect America Fund ; A Nationql Broadband Plan

fo, Our Future; Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Caniers ; High-Cost Universal Service

Support; DeveloPing an Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime ; Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service;

Lifeline and Link'UP; (J niv er s al S erv i c e Refo rm - Mobility Fund,WC DocketNos. 1 0-90, 07-135, 05-337,03-109; GN

DocketNo. 09-51; CC Docket Nos. 01-92, 96-45; WT DocketNo. 10-208; and FCC 11-161, rel. Nov. 18,2011 (the

"Connect America Fund Order" or "CAF-ICC Order")

2 USF/ICC Transformation and Rule Clari/ication and Cotection Order,WC Docket Nos' 10-90' 12-63; CC Docket

No. 01-92; DA-13-564,re1' Mar. 27, 2013

3 Order In the Matter of Connect America Fund,WCDocket No. 10-90, rel' May 16, 2013 (the "CAF II Ordef')
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networks capable of at least 10 Mbps download/l Mbps uploadbroadband speed in certain eligible

areas in each state.a With the acceptance of the CAF II state-level commitment in 2015, the

previous federal high-cost funding (CAF I frozen support) ceased for price-cap ca:riers in

Alabama. The public interest obligations, annual reporting requirements and compliance and

recordkeeping requirements associated with CAF II support are detailed in the FCC CAF II Orders

and codified in part 54 of the FCC's rules. Specifically, for CAF II, the compliance requirements

focus on year-end location milestones beginning in2}lT,within which carriers must have enabled

10/1 Mbps broadband speeds to a specified number of locations (i.e., 4Oo/o of thelocations by end-

of-year 2017,60%by 201g, g0% by 2019, and 100% by 2020s). The FCC adopted these detailed

reporting mechanisms for filings with the FCC, Universal Service Administrative Company

(..USAC,,) and state commissions to facilitate regulatory oversight and to ensure that the

requirements for using the funds are met.

Inthe April 20I 4 Connect Amertca Order/FNPRM,6 the FCC proposed a voluntary election

by ratenoflreturn (,ROR") ETCs to receive model-based support in lieu of the existing (legacy)

high-cost support mechanisms. On August 3,2016,the FCC announced the offer of high-cost

support and deployment obligations for each ROR ETC in a state based on the final version of the

Alternative Connect America Cost Model ("A-CAM"). The A-CAM is a voluntary path under

which rate-of-return carriers may elect model-based support for a term of 10 years in exchange for

meeting defined build-out obligations.T In its September 27 ,2016 Order, the Commission required

4 ETCs receiving CAI II dollars continue to have the obligation to provide voice service in areas where they receive

the CAF II support.
5 In addition, the rules allow for shortfalls in locatioos :go2020 to be remediedin 202l.

b Connect Americq Fund et al.; Omnibus Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,WC Docket Nos' 10-

90, 14-58, O7-135;WT Docket No. 10-208; cc Docket No. ol-92; and FCC 14-54, rel. Apn 23,2014'

7 Connect America Fund et al.,WC Docket No. 10-90 et a1., Report and Order et a1., para. 4 (2016) (March 2016

Connect Ameica Order and/or FNPRIUI)
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that ROR carriers electing to receive high-cost support pursuant to the A-CAM report their election

to the Commission,s Utility Services Division ("USD") of their final acceptance of such funding.

Brindlee Mountain Telephone, LLC, Blountsville Telephone, LLC, Otelco Telephone, LLC,

Hopper Telephone, LLC, (collectively "Otelco"); Butler Telephone Company, Peoples Telephone

Company, Oakman Telephone Company (collectively "TDS"); National Telephone Company,

Roanoke Telephone Company (collectively "TEC") informed the Commission's USD of

acceptance to receive A-CAM funding. The remaining ROR carriers are subject to the existing

(legacy) ROR support and mechanism reforms and receive Broadband Loop Support ("BLS").8

The FCC ROR carriers in Alabama certifications are attached in Appendix "C"

The non-incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (Hayneville Fiber Transport, lnc. and Troy

Cablevision, Inc.) continue to receive frozen high cost support. Carriers will continue to receive

high cost support in an amount equal to its CAF Phase I support until the first month that the

winner of any competitive bidding process receives support under CAF II. e The FCC non-

incumbent Local Exchange Carriers receiving high-cost support in Alabama certifications are

attached in Appendix "D".

On various dates in 2018, all Alabama ETCs identified individually in Appendix "A"

hereto submitted certifications regarding theirplanned utilization of2019 high-cost support.

II. CenturyLink's Planned utilization of 2019I{igh-cost Support

On August 27,z1ls,CenturyLink notified the Commission that it had accepted the FCC's

offer of funding to enable access to broadband service for 48,865 locations in Alabama,

sConnect America Fund et al.,WCDocket No. 10-90 et a1., Report and Order et al., para. 80 (2016) (March 2016

Connect America Order and/or FNPRIUI).
e ConnectAmericaFuildetal.,WCDocketNo. 10-g0etal.,ReportandOrderetal.,para. 187 (2014)(June20l6)

Connect America Order and/or FNPRlul).
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encompassed by both CenturyTel of Alab anra, LLC's and Gulf Telephone Company LLC's

servlce areas

In accordance with its acceptance of the CAF II funding, by filing dated June 16, 2017 and

reaffi.rmed June 12, Z}lg,CenturyLink submitted a proposal for utilizing its projected 2018 high-

cost support.

III. AT&T's Planned utilization of 2019Iligh-cost support

Based on AT&T's acceptance of CAF II support and associated requirements on August

27, ZO:5,AT&T's, indicated in fiting dated July 10, 2017, that AT&T is currently working to

deploy broadband to 60% of the 66,766 cAF II living units in AT&T's service territory by the end

of 201g. ln its filing of July 10, 2018, AT&T indicated that this effort to achieve the 60%

requirement will continue in 2018 with an additional 20Yo deplo.yment in 2019. This will be

accomplished primarily, if not completely,via a fixed wireless platform'

IV. Windstream Alabama, LLC

Windstream Alabama, LLC ("Windstream") Alabama, accepted CAF II funding on August

5, 2015. Windstream's certification was frled with the Commission on June 24, 2015. On

September ll, ZO1T,it filed an affrdavit certifying its compliance with, and eligibility under, the

FCC rules applicable to USF high-cost support, plus stated that it plans to continue to utilize its

CAF II support with the goal of meeting or exceeding the 60%omilestone of enabling at least 1133

of the 1,gg9 locations to be served within the eligible areas with broadband capable of providing

10 Mbps download/lMbps upload by December 31, 2018. Windstream will utilize the CAF II

support in 2018 for investment and expenses that may include extension of fiber, deployment and

maintenance ofbroadband capable equipment and enabling ofbroadband service in CAF II eligible
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areas. windstream's June 14,2018 filing stated that it has already provided broadband to 2'423

locations, which is in excess of the 1,889 locations identified by the FCC required by the CAF II

program. In addition, Windstream has provid ed 87o/o of these locations with higlrer speeds than

required minimum speed required by the CAF II program'

VI. GTCr Inc., d/b/a FairPoint Communications

GTC, Inc., dlbla FairPoint communications ("FairPoint") Alabama accepted cAF II

funding on August 1 8, 201 5. On June 29, 2017 , it filed a certification of its compliance with' and

eligibility under, the FCC ru1es appiicable to USF high-cost support and stated that it plans to

continue to utilize its cAF II support with the goal of meeting or exceeding the 60% milestone of

enabling at least 960 locations within the. eligible areas with broadband capable of providing 10

Mbpsdownroad/lMbpsuploadbyDecember 3r,2org. onJuly5,20l8Fairpointfiledanaffrdavit

stating that it will continue to use the high cost funding pursuant to the FCC rules and regulations'

Fairpoint will utilize the cAF II support n 2019 for investment and expenses that may include

extension of fiber, deployment and maintenance of broadband capable equipment and enabling of

broadband service in cAF II to an additional ZoYo elig;ble areas by December 31, 2019'

VII. The Frontier ComPanies

Frontier communications of Alabama,LLC,Frontier communications of Lamar county'

LLC and Frontier communications of the South, LLC (collectively "Frontier") accepted CAF II

funding on June 15, 2Ol5 . On May l, 2ol7 , Frontier filed a certification of its compliance with'

and eligibility under, the FCC rules applicable to USF high-cost support and stated that it plans to

continue to utilize its cAF II support with the goal of meeting or exceeding the 60% milestone of

enablingatleast 4, zsbroadbandlocationsbyDecember31,2018' OnMay3'2018Frontierfiled
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certification that it will continue to use the high cost funding pursuant to the FCC rules and

regulations. Frontier will utilize the cAF II support in20rg for investment and expenses that may

include extension of fiber, deployment and maintenance of broadband capable equipment and

enabring of broadband service in cAF II eligibre areas to an additionar. zoyo by December 31,

2019.

VIII. Staff findings

The FCC has implemented extensive reporting requirements for recipients of the cAF II'

ROR A-CAM, ROR legacy, and non-incumbent loca1 exchange carrier funds' These requirements

include the annual submission of detailed information on the FCC Form 481, including an outage

Report; unfilled Requests for Service; complaints per 1000 connections; certifications; current

price offerings; company Identification; Tribal outreach; Areas with No Terrestrial Backhaul (if

applicable); and Additional voice Rate Data. Further, ETCs receiving high cost funding are

required to report quarterly/annually to USAC the specific location and deployment obligation

obtained. Further, the commission's usD, in years prior to 2018, has received the reporting

requirements from the ETCs receiving higir-cost funding. By order released Jvly 7 ' 2017 ' 
under

wcDocketNo. 10-g0andwcDocketNo. 14-58 ("2077 FCCOrder"),theFCCstreamlinedthe

annual reporting requirements for ETC's that receive high-cost universal service support by

eliminating the requirement that ETC',s submit a duplicate copy of the FCC Form 481 frling to

state commissions contingent upon USAC providing the capability for state commissions to

access the documentation via an online, electronic portal. Based on this the commission issued

an order in this docket to amend its october 25,2017 Order to remove the requirement that ETC',s

submit a duplicate copy of their FCC Form 4g1 to the commission's USD effective beginning

with the July annual frling deadline and applicable annual FCC Form481 filings thereafter' Staff
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believes the Commission will be able to adequately assess high-cost ETC's compliance with the

requirements based on a review of its federal reports, as well as location and deployment

obligations data submitted to the FCC and USAC. Staff can follow up to address any questions

or concerns through data requests or meetings with the company. Subject to these reporting and

disclosure requirements, the Commission approves the high cost ETC's 2019hid}-cost proposals'

IX. Discussion and Conclusions

We hereby approve the proposals submitted in this cause by FCC designated price cap

carriers, ROR carriers, and the non-Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier ETCs governing their

expenditure of federal high-cost universal service support during the year 2019. We will certifli

to the FCC that those plans are compliant with the provisions of $254(e) of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996 atd47 C.F.R' $ 54'

We specifically note, however, that our approval herein is contingent upon the staffs

continued monitoring of the implementation of the aforementioned plans. The Commission

specifically reserves the right to conduct any proceedings that may be necessary to determine if

the funding is being used for the intended purpose'

In accordance with 47 C.F.R. $ 54, any recipient of CAF II, ROR, or non-incurnbent local

exchange carierrecipient of high-cost funding shall file the information required by the Form 481

with the FCC. The Commission will continue to verify the certifications of the ETCs receiving

high cost funding pursuant to the applicable FCC rules'

IT IS, TIIEREFORE, ORDERED BY THE COMMISSION, That the cAF II, ROR,

andnon-incgnbertlocalexchangecarrierrecipients of high-cost funding, attached hereto as Appendix

..A,,, 201g filings for high-cost support for which they are eligible during the year 2019, are

hereby approved as stipulated herein and certified as compliant with the provisions of $25a(e) of
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the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and47 C.F.R. $ 54. The approval granted herein is, however'

contingent on the recipients of high-cost funding compliance with all provisions of this order'

IT IS FURTIIER ORDERED BY TIIE COMMISSION, That the APPTOVA1 ANd

certifications addressed herein sha1l be further contingent upon satisfactory results from the

Commission,s ongoing review as set forth in this Order. To that end, any recipient of high-cost

funding shall file the information required by the Form 481 with the FCC'

IT IS FURTIIER ORDERED BY TIIE COMMISSION, ThAt ANYTECiPiENI Ofhigh-COSt

funding shall file their proposals for the utilization of the funding for which they are eligible in the

year 2O20no later than July 10, 2019. Interested parties may submit comments in response to the

foregoing frlings no later than July 24, 2}lg. Reply comments will be considered by the

Commission if received on or before July 3 1 , 2019 '

IT IS FURTIIER ORDERED BY THE COMMISSION, ThAtJUriSdiCtiON iN thiS CAUSE

is hereby retained for the issuance of any fuither order or orders as may appear to be just and

reasonable in the Premises.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That this order shall be effective as of the date hereof'

DATED at Montgomery, Alabama, this a|&auv $ &ft'"/A( ) aol9.

ALABAMA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

qJ,Jn*[0--\d-^--
Twinkle Andress Cavanaugh, President

Chris' eeker, Jr., Commissioner

: ATrue copy

Jr.,alter
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APPENDIX *A'

Ardmore Telephone Company, Inc' (290280)

BellSouth Telecommuni"utiort, LLC dlb I aAT&T Alabama (25 5 1 8 1 )

Blountsville Telephone LLC (250282)

Brindlee Mountain Telephone LLC (250283)

Butler Telephone Company, Inc' (250284)

CastleberryTelephone Company, Inc' (250285)

Century oiAtuUu* a,LLC dtb/a CenturyLi* (259788 11d 
259789)

Farmers Telecommunications Cooperative, lnc' (250290)

Frontier Communications o f Alab am a, LLC (2 5 0 3 0 6)

Frontier communications of Lamar county, LLC (250301)

Frontier Communications of the South, LLC (250318)

GTC, Inc., dlb I aF airP oint Communications Ql A29 l)
Gulf Telephone ComPanY (250298)*

Hayneville Telephone Company, Ir,Lc' Q50299)
Hopper Telecommunications LLC (2503 00)

Knology of the valley, Inc. dlblaKnology ot dlblawow.!-Internet, cable and Phone (220371)

Knology Total Communications, lnc. arttaKnology or dlblawow! lntemet, cable and Phone

(2s02es)
Millry Telephone Company, Inc' (250304)

Mon-Cre Telephone Cooperative, Inc' (250305)

Moundville Telephone Company, Inc' (250307)

National Telephone Company, Inc' (250286)

New Hope Telephone Cooperative, Inc' (250308)

Oakman Teiephone Company (250311)

Otelco TelePhone, LLC (2503 12)

Peoples Telephone Company (2503 14)
pini gelt Telephone Company,Inc. (250315)

Ragland Telephone Company, Inc' (250316)

Roanoke Telephone Company, Inc' (250317)

Union Springs Telephone Company, Inc' (250322)

valley Telephone c'o'opu"v, rlc arutaKnology or dlblawow! lntemet, cable and Phone

(220324)
Windstream Alabama, LLC (250302)

Hayneville Fiber Transport, inc., dfbla Camellia Communications (259008)

Troy Cablevision, lnc. (259025)
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CenturyLink-
100 N. Union Street, Suite 828

Montgomery, AL 36104June 12,2018

VIA FI,BCTRONIC FILING

Mr. ltralter Thomas, Secretary

Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building, Room 850

100 North Union Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Re: Docket 2598A - APSC Certification of Eligibility to Receive

Fligh Cost Support Pursuant to 47 CFR $54'314
Ceituryfi*'iiOtq Plans for Utilization of Connect America Fund Phase II Support

Dear Mr. Thomas

Please do not hesitate to contsct me al {334) 531-2985 or via email at

j*hnj.schremser6.centrlryli***n-should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

lslJohn J. Schremser
Jolm J. Schremser
Regulatory/Government Affairs - Alabama

On August 2T,Z1l1,Centurylink announced &at it would accept the Federal Communications

Commission's f'FC6's") offer of Connect America Fund Phase II ("CAF II') support and the

commitrrent to provide access to broadband service for at least 48,865 households and

t".1".5". in designated r,ural census bloeks across Centurylink's Alabama service area'

CenturyLink notifiei the Commission of its acceptance of dre FCC's CAF II support on August

27,20t5.

With the acceptance of CAF II support, Centrrytink's 2019 plans for utilization of federal

universal service support are based oo tfr" requirements of the CAF II program. As established

in the Commission', S"pt"*brr 2, 201,5 Order in the above referenced docket, CenturyLink

provides in Attachment A infomration on its 2019 plans for &e utilization of the CAF II support

io achieve the requirements of CAF II in Alabama'

Because the CAF II program is based on a state level commitrnent, the information provided on

Attachment e ,eprer#s a single plan for CenturyLink's Alabama ETCs including Gulf

Telephone Company LLC dk/aCenturylink, CenturyTel of Alabama, LLC dlbla CenturyLink

(Southern), and Centurytel of Alabama, LLC d/b/a CenturyLink (I{ort}rem)'

Attachment



2019 CAF II Support Utilization Plans for

Gutf Telephone company LLC d/b/a centuryLinlq study Area Code 250298

CenturyTel of Aabama, LiC d/b/a Centurylink (Southern), Study Area Code 259788

centuryTel of Alabam r.,LLCd/b/a centurylink (Northem), Study Area code 259789

Attachment A

As established in the Commission;s Septembet 2, 2015 Order in Docket 25980,

CenhrryLink provides the following information on its 2019 plans for the utilization of

the cAF II support to achieve the requirements of cAF II in Alabama.

o CenturyLink accepted the FCC's state-level offer for CAF II support in Alabama. As

u ,"rit, Centurylint is committed to enabling 48,865 locations with broadband

speeds of 10 Mbps download/1 Mbps upload by the end of 2020.

o As of December 31, 2017, CenturyLink has enabled 25,257 locations within the

eligible areas with troadband capable of providing 10 Mbps download/l Mbps

upload.

r The CAF Ii broadband enablement obligation has periodic federal benchmark

milestones with the first milestone set at 40% of total supported locations by

December 3l,2017.The remaining enablement milestones are 600/o of total supported

locations by 2018, 80% of total supported locations by 2aI9, and 100% of total

supported locations bY 2020.

o In 2018, CenturyLink plans to continue to utilize its CAF II support with the goal of

meeting or exceeding the 60Yo milestone of enabling at least 29,319 cumulative

locations within ttre etigiUle areas with broadband capable of providing 10 Mbps

download/l Mbps upload by December 31, 2018'

o In 2019, CenturyLink plans to continue to utilize its CAF II support with the goal of
meeting or exceeding the 80% milestone of enabling at least 39,092 cumulative

locations within tUelfigiUle areas with broadband capable of providing 10 Mbps

dorarnload/1 Mbps upload by Decembet 31,2019'

o CenturyLink will utilize the CAF II support :u-2019 for investment and expenses that

may include extension of fiber, deployment and mainl3nance of broadband capable

equipment, and enabling broadband service in cAF II eligible areas.
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THOMAS B. ALEXANDER
Assistant Vice President - Senior L€8?l Counsel

A1&T Alabama

AT&I MississiPPi

AT&T Services, lnc'
Legal DePartment

675 West Peachtree Street, NW

Suite 4326

Atlanta, GA 30308

7:404-1927-5292

Fr 4W927-?636
thomas.b.alexand€r@att.com
YJebsite: m.att'clm

July 10, 2018

Via Electronic Filing and O,*ernight Mail

Flonorable \!'alter Thomas, Secretary

Alabama Public Service Cornmission

i00 N. Union Street-8rh Floor
lv{ontgomery, AL 36104

RE: Implementation of the Universal Senice Requirements of Section 254 of the

Telecommunications Act of 199c(Certification of Non-Rural Carriers Receiving

Federal High-Cost SuPPort)
Docket No. 25980

Dear lvlr. Thomas:

pursuant to the Alabama Public Serv'ice Commission's Or<ler entered in this case on October 25'

2017, Eligible Telecommunications carriers ("ETCs") in Aiabama were ordered to file their proposals for

uiiiirurio"'of projected 2019 federal high-cosi universal support. BellSouth Telecomnrunications LLC

dfuia AT&T Alabama (..AT&T") is hereby transmitting information on its plan for the 2019 Connect

America Fund Phase II f'CAI'If).

As previously indicated in AT&T's correspondence of August 7 , 2017 , AT&T is currently

working to deploy broadband to 60% of the 66,766 of the cAF lI living units located \l'ithin AT&T's

serv'ice-territory by the end of 20 I 8, primarily, if not completely, via a fixed rvireless platform'

AT&T is hereby providins information in Attachment "A- to meet Clommission requirements set

forth in the docket referenced above, as w'ell as FC'C requirements. Specitically, Attachment A sets fo*h

A,l&T,s CA-F Ii plans rc deploy the fixed wireless platform to an additio nal 2}oto of iiving units in 2019'

AT&T appreciates the Conunissiirn's suppafi of AT&T'-s network improvement pians over the

past years, Pleaiacontact us with any questions cancerning AT&T's 2019 CAF II plans'

Sincerely youl:s,

Thomas B. A1

TR.{/n:hs
Attachment

l{on. John Gamer, Cirief ,A.I-J

Darrell A. Baker, Director (via email)

Mac h{cArthur (r'ia email)

1 i 8871) I



ATTACHMENT A

ALABAMA YEAR 2019 CAF
FUNDING UTILIZATION

BROADBAND INVESTMENTS

I. Broadband deployment and maintenance in substantially unserved areas:

Year 2019

on May 29,2A15, the FCC offered AT&T Alabama approximately $23-2M

in annual Connect America Fund, Phase Il (CAF ll), funding support for 6

years, with an option for a 7th year of funding, to deploy qualifying

Lroadband seryice in areas identified by the FCC's Connect America Cost

Model (CAM). On August27, 2015 AT&T accepted this offer' Underthis
offer, AT&T will deploy broadband services to approximately 66,766 living

units in areas identified by the FCC.

Work is currently underway to deploy broadband to 60% of the 66,766

CAF ll living units in Alabama by the end of 2018 and will deptoy to an

additional ZAYo in 2419.

Until recently, all eligible telecommunications carriers (ETC's) requesting

federal high-cost or low-income universal service support were required to

file annually with the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC)'

financial and operations information using Form 481. ln the past, AT&T

provided the FCC Form 481 to this Commission. The Commission's

brder under this Docket, dated October 25,2017, requires ETC's to

submit to the Commission a duplicate copy of their USAC filing. However,

pursuant to its Orderfor WC Docket Nas" 10-9A and 14-58 adopted July 6,
'2017, 

the FCC eliminated the requirement that ETCs submit a duplicate

copy of the Form to state commissions contingent upon USAC developing

a web portal giving state commissions the capability to download the

informatio*. tnat online portal is now operational. Therefore, the Further

Order entered today, July 10, 2A18, by this Commission, eliminates the

duplicate submission requirement from the Commission's October 25,

2017 Order.



Windsttmm Communications* lnc'
4001 Rodney Parham Road

l1?0.. 81F2-l2A
Liule Rock, AR 72212 windstre-ff

June 14,2018

The Honorable Walter Thomas
Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street

Montgomery, AL 36104

RE: APSC Certification of Eligibility to Receiye High Cost Support
Pursuant to 4? C.F.R. $54,314; APSC Docket 25980

Dear Mr. Thomas:

In conjunction with the Commission's annual certification requirements, please find attaehed an

original and one copy of an affidavit frled on behalf of Windstream Alabama, L'L'C' This

aflldauit certifies that Windstream Alabama, L.L.C. is eligible to receive federal high cost

support for high-cost universal service support.

please contact me at the phone number below with questions regarding this filing.

Sincerely,

d*"k,
Consultant - Regulatory Compliance
(s01) 748-6s46



AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF ARKANSAS

(4)

)

3

COLNTY OF P-ulaski )

I, Ih*ska, being duly sworn upon oath, do hereby depose and state as follows:

I am the Director ",- Resulatorv Reporting of windstreap .Alabgma, I,,LC' My business address iS 4001 N'

Rodney parham Rd., Little Rock, AR ?2212. l; uuthotir"d by Winattt"t* Alabama, L'L'C' to make this

Alfidavit on its behalf, and it is given upon *y p*r"rqlknowledge. This Affidavit is given in support of the

Company's Application for Desfunation as an EUgible Telecommunications Carrier 1'ETC") in Hggk*Np*

a:9"80.

on Behalf of windstream Alabama, L,L.C., I declare the following:

(1) I fully understand the Federalcommunications commission's c'rcc') rules for ETC

qualification and will abide by them;

(2) I fully understand and will comply with the FCC's.rules requiring tr'ut]h: cornpany

provide service through its own facitities or a combination of its own facilities and resale

of another carrier's services;

(3)RegardingLocalExchange-Carrier(LEC)fromwhichtheCompanyacquiresUNEs
unaloii.iur, facilities inlhbama, windttt"o* Alabama, L'L'C' consents to their

.."t.u.1n! t the Alabama public Service Commission ("Commission") any information

ttre co-mlnission requests for purposes of ensuring future compliance with FCC rules'

provided the Commission treits ii,e.el"rsed information as proprietary, and provided the

commission notifies the company of 
"ny 

such requests for information; and

The aforesaid consent supersedes any statement included withi

interconnection agreement(s) regarding disclosure'

n the

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of

Tirn Director - Regulatory RePorting

Windstream Alabama, L-L.C.

,2018

,stGltsis

otary



windstr.-ro
4001 Rodney Parham Drive r Linle Rock, Arkansas 12212

(s01) 748-7000

Tim Loken, Direetor

Regulatory RePorting

Tirrr-,p. leken4windstrean:'co nr

(501) 74S-7442 (work)
(s0l) 748-6s83 (fax)

June 25, 2018

Via Electronic Filing and Overnight ltlail

Honorable Walter Thomas, Secretary

Alabama Public Service Commission

100 N. Union Street-8th Floor
Montgomery, AL 36104

RE: Implementation of the universal service Requirements of Section 254 of the

Telecommunications Aet of 1996 (Certification of Non-Rural Carriers Receiving

Federal High-Cost SuPPort)

Docket No.25980

Dear Mr. Thornas:

pursuant to the Alabama PubLic Service cornmisxion'x order entered in this case on september

2'V,2016, Eligibte Telecommunications c;"i*t ('ETCs") in Alabama were ordered to firle their

proposals for utilization of projected federal hi&h-cox universal support' windstream Alabama' LLC

(..windsrream') is;;;^;;;;i,;c informaiion on its plan for-the 2019 connect America Fund

("cAp";.

Windstream is currently rneeting all its obligations in the deployment of the CAF Il locations'

Windstream i, proriJi,iginfonriation incluied in Attachment A as required from Docket No' 25980'

Please let me know if you have any questions or if you would like to discuss'

w*
TinfT-oken

Attachment

Hon. John Garner, Chief ALD
Darretl A. Baker, Director (email)

Mac McArthur (email)



ATTACHMENT A

ALABAMA YEAR 2OI9 CAF
FUNDING UTILIZATION

BROADBAND INVESTMENTS

Broadbanddeploymentgndmaintenanceinsubstantiallyunservedareas:
Year 2019

On May 29, 2015, the FCC offered Windslream Alabama, LLC (Windstream) approximately $6'1M in

Conneet America frni, pfrur" II (CAF U. fncfuaing a phasedo*'n from Windstream's pre-CAF II

;;;'";;" winaro.u*'s supporr for 2019 is projecred at $511,000.

By accepting the cAF II offer, tffindstream agreed to provide qualifying broadband services to 1'889

locations identified bY the FCC'

windstream provided broadband rvith speeds of at least loMbjlMb to 704 eligible locations during 2017

As of the date of this filing, Windstream prooid"d broadband taV,4Zi loeations in excess of the required

1,gg9 locations identified 6y trr" FCC as required by the cAF ll program. In addition, windstream was

able fo provide some of these locations in excess oithe minimum 10Jl Mb speeds as follows: l4% at

ioMb, 24g6 between rirrllu-zortrb, 29gt'o at 25Mb, 2?-0'6 between 50Mb-l00Mb and Torir at lGig'



W i { 0 rfi ffl u E'l i c a ti * r"t s

,:r i -'I ri1'i' :;": l l'l''ii r Is -r:':':'' ' " i'^ -'- i"1''

]uly 5,2018

Seeretary
Alabarni Public $ervice to*::misslon

P. *.8*x$91
$,{antgcarery, *labarlta 3SX* 1-S99

GTC,IncteftftConsalidatedConrmunications/GTC.complianeewith4TeFR

sT& Ine e/*/aeonS*11*l*ted ccmnrunicationslsTc irereby submits its esrtified affidasit in

suppsrr cf its *s* *ifd*r-l uxi'ersal r;ili;"ds and to facilitate ceriificatisn by the

Alahasla Fublie s*nr** cs:x{sissis* to tJre Frd*ral fsmrBu$ications commxssi*n as

c*ntenrplated in 4? f,,F'*, SS4'314'

Please feel free to conlact me at the nurnher beloW or Ms' Beih Westman via enrail at

bwestrnari@consolirlatetl.cot:r should y;;;t;;ny question concerning thls filtng'

Re:

$54.314

Dear secretary:

S{ncerelY,

MiehaelT, Skrivan
Vice Presi*ent - Regulatsry

Cansolidated Communications
P: {207i 535-4163

cf; Rcbsrr I). M**l:a*

dfirtr*-{f #"-*,



AFFlDAVIT

STATE OF MAINE
COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND

FI]RTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT'

BEFoRE ME, tlre undersigned autlrority, appeated Mictraet T. Skrivarr' who deposed and said:

My name is Michaet T. skriva*. I am employe{ by GTC' I'c' d/b/a co,solidated communications' as its vise

i;,L,ia.ntorReguratory, il;;rn".,orui.tmllitiU*f:;lftf"-,nffi['3X]J:::,i*'ffi:
in" Coi*ponv. T:his aflidavit is being given to st'

as contemplated in 47 C'F'R.'S4'314'

GTC, Inc. d/b/a consolidated communications-hereur cgrt]!;1tuat the federal high-cost universal service

support ttre Cornpany ;;;i;;d i;il1, *a *nt 
"t"ive 

in 2019 was anJrvill be uled for the services and

ftrnctiona*ties outlined iu 47 C.F.R. $54.10r t"l, *iJ iirJrt wi, only use tlre federat higrr-cost strpport it

receives for the provision, maintenance-r.l.lp#ffir# i;i*;;'u"na *t*i."t for rvhich such support is

il;;;;";sisient rvith section 2sa@) of the Act'

MichaelT. Skrivan

Vice President of Regulatory

GTC, lnc' d/t/a Consolidated Comtnuilicatlotls

subscribedand srvomtobeforemethis 5'h a* * ?df
2018

ffi
NTCOLINE F

NotarY Publ
MY Commlssl

SePto'mber

on ExPlres
17.2024

CORDICE
lc-Malne
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Please find attached the certification on behalf of Frontier Communications of the South'

Ll,Cr (the ..Company,,), in conjunctioo *tn tU" Commission's annual certification that

the Company is eligible to continue. to receive federal high cost support for higfu-cost

universal service ,,rppo*. ff any additional information is required' please contact me at

@ o1 otO-: 5 88 or by email at ioe'chicoiae€'ftr'coq'

COH MUN ICATIONS

April 17,2018

The Honorable Walter Thomas

Alabama Public Service Commission

RSA Union Building
100 North Union Steet
Montgomery, AL 36104

RE:APSCCertificationofEligibilitytoReyrv-ellighCostSupport
Pursuant to 47 C'F'R $S+'SU; APSC Docket 25980'

Dear Mr. Thomas:

very

Manager, Regulatory Affairs
Frontier Communications

Enclosure

cc: M. McArthu
A. McCall, Frontier

l Frontier Communications of Alabama, LLC andFrontier Communications of Lamar County, LLC

maged into Frontier Communications of the South, LLC effective January 1,2018. Referto Post-

Traosaction Notifi cation in accordance with Rule T-13, dated JanuarY 8,2018.



CERTIFICATION

In its December 20, 2001 and september 2g,zoos orders in Apsc Docket 259g0, thiscommission determined that it c;uld best meetits *o"it*irg *a certification obligations byrequiringthe "rural LEC cost comFaniss;to file with the cJ.-irrion a copy of thiir supportingannual interstate cost separation stuiy, annual ujF-HCii i*?-o estimated usr-isd nriogfor review and each of the "rural LEC Avemge schedule corpiJ..,, to fire with theCommission a copy ofNECA,s proposed annual USF_HCLS ilJUSf_lSS amsunts for review.

Due to changes adopted in the rcc's comprehensive order released November 1 g, 20 1 1 irJ, pricecap carriers are no longerrequired to perfora cost studies foialio.por" of calculating high-costloop support and local switchi''g support- rrontier did not rourii 'u 
201 7 USF Data CollectionForm for Frontier Communicati-on, oitt. South, LLC2 toNECA-

The company certifies that it will only use the federal high-cost support it receives during z0lg-2019 for the continued provision, maintenance-g! upgrading of facilities and service for whichsuch support is intended as described in 47 c.F.R il'."ti*i+.r01. Those services, which areavailable to any customer in the-company's service ,;-.';irgle-party voice grade access tothe public switched networlg unlimited l6cd usage, duar-ton;;ulfi-frequency signaling or itsfunctional equivalent, access to emergency services, including 9-1-l service or enhanced 9-1-lserricg access to operator service, i"""rr to interexch*g-a"r.*ia", ,nd a.".r, to^ ai.e"toryassistance, and tofl limitation for qualifring low-income custJmers.

The Company respectfully requests that the commission notify the FCC prior to october I of thisyear that the company is eligible to receive. federal high;t rrpport in 20t9. Any questionsregarding this submission or the underlying d;;;;*;*previously submitted to thecommission shourd be directed to cassandra'ou"i*"., J-{u_ili_isy.
Respectfu IIy Submitted,

X Zjti;
By: Allison M. Ellis
Vice President, Regulatory Aftairs
Frontier Communications of the Souttr, LLC

Date: '7/20 8

tu See connect America Fund, et al, w.c. Docket lvo f !-lo et al, Report and order and Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking "FCC 1l-I6i,, @eL November 1g,2011). 
' ---r---

121 Frontier commrrnications of Alabam4 LLC and Frontier conrmunications of Lamar county, LLCmerged into Frontier communicatioor ofth. south, LLC eff;;;Jr";; l,20tg. see post-Transaction
Noffication in accordance with Rule T_13, dated January g, 201g.



TELEPFJONI COh,,IPANY
PO Eox 649 . Mayfield. Ky 4A065

August 16,2019

Honorable Walter L. Thomas, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Cornmission
RS,{ Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery A136104

Tiffany Myers
Chief Financial Officer
270.856_998S

Tmvers.wk@wk.net

APPENDIX $C))

Andrnor*

RE: Annual USF Certification Filing

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Attached is Ardmore Telephone company's (study Area code zg02s0) 201g Annual state certification ofsuppor'c for Eligible Telecommunications carriers pursuant r. c.r,R. ;'s;:;;ffi; J;"rt funds r,vereused [n the preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only for the provision,maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.lf you have any questions, please contact me directty.

Sincerely,

800-830-9946 . ardmore.net



FCC CC Docket No. 96-45 Secrion 254(e),47 C,F.R. S 54.314

Certification of Ardmore Telephone Company, Inc.

AFFIDAVIT

I' TifraayMyers, chiefFinancial officer (cFo) of the Ardmore Telephone company, Inc. hereby eerrifyunder penalties of perjury that:

I My name is Tiffany Myers and I am the cbief Financial officer {crCI) of Ardrrore Telephonecompany, Inc' (company). In this positiorq I am personauy ramitiar wjth the Federal urj";;;ffi;supportreeeived by rhe cornpany and how'the d-t;;;.J-r"r".ar.
2 Ardmore Telephone company (Al-study Area 290280) has begn designated as an {ETC) eligibletelecommunications carrier by the Alabama pubric se*rice commissioa.

3 The company is a "rurar terephone eompany,, as defined in 47 u.s.c. $ 153{37};

4 All Federal high,cost Universal Seryice support provided to the Cornpany was used idthepreceding calendar year and will bE used in t: :r*r* calendar year only for the provision, maictenance,
Td 

upgtdrng of facilities and services for whick the support is intended, as designated by the Federalcommunicatioas commissioa consistent with section zlA trl ortu* r.oour ?ebcommunications Act.These fiinds will be used to provide the supporJed service ,oi.* tJ"pnony service u. oorrin*a in 47cFR54' 10 I (a), which are available to any "*toto io the company,, ,.*t"" *"u- ,iur-;;;ned serviceincludes: voice grade access tothe public switched netnorlq .ilui., of use for i""a ,r*i"""Jror#"0 ,,no additional charge; access to einergency servi"es tr"r,id;;il; government or olherpublic safetyorganizations, such as 9il and enhanced 9t l, to the extent trr"io.uigl"#;;;t-o*ouor,, servicearea has implemented 9l i or enlanced 9I l systerns.

5 Ardmore Telephone company foilows Federal commuaications commission part 32 accountingrequirements for regulated tocal exch4rge carriers and parr 3tG;;;.-;;""t.;;;il" determjnehigh cost support amounts. A; I .egulated utitity, Ardmore fetejnone Comp*ny,s u""ouoCog uJ.i"'-"-separations procedures are sub3-ect to periodic National rx.uoge C;*i"r el*j"ri* uil'orabama public
Service commission reviews. "'lvueu6v vc



Ihe matters addrEssed abovE are within rny personal knowledge and are true and corrsct.

Print Narne:
nur".?- it- I I

Titls Chief Financial 0fficer

BEFORE ME, the undersigrred Notary in and for the state ot [d.J-I&acJ1ljon
lH.t 

duy personally appeared Tilfany Myers, knorvn to me to b. rh" fi;rffi{;'
being duly sworn, executed the foregoing insffument.

Subscribed and swom to

My Cornraission expires

u"& 2418,

fr
Notarl'

'3q"q

ffi



-,@ELco
Technology. Tradition. Together.

July 3, 2018

@
Honorable Walter L. Thomas, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

REI Blountwille Telephone LLC's certification_of Eligihility to Receive High costsupport for 2019 pursuant to 47 u.s.c. g 2si;'a7 c.r.i{-s- 54.314; ApscDockef ZS9B0; FCC WC Dockst No. t4_Sg

Dear Mr. Thomas:

In conjunctionwiththe AlabamaPublic Service Commission,s (the o,Commission,) 
annualcertification requirements, please find attached for electronic filing Blountsville Telephone LLC,s("Blountsville') certification that it is eligible to continue to .eceive federal high,cost universalservice support for the year 2819, in aciordance with the requirements of Section 254 af theTelecommunications Act of 1996, 47 c.F.R. $ 54.3t+, apsc Docket No. 25gg0 and FCC wcDocket No' 14-58. The original and one ropy *itt u. o"iiio"a to the commission.

Please be fumher advised that Blountsville is in compliance with all applicablerequirements for filing the FCC Form 4Sl for the p.og.u* y. ar Zal9,as set forth in connectlmerica Fund; ETC Annual Reparts and Certifi"riro-rtr, x"port and order, 32 FCC Rcd 5944(2017) ("ETC Reparttng_streamlining order") and In tlru urii* of Connect A,meriro Fund,Order,$Tcrocket 10-90 OA ls-5s5) (Juni 0,201s), and with&is commission,s orders in DocketNo.25980.

- should you have any questions regarding this matter, or if any additional information isrequired, please contact me at (ZSe; StO_t+ZO.

Very truly yours,

t&r**, f d*a*
Dennis K. Andrews
Senior Vice President

Enclosure



- In its septembet 27,2016 order in APSC Docket 25gg0, this commission undertooksubstantial revisions to its previous order of December z,a, 2001, in this same docket, whichrequired the "rural LEC cost companies" to file with the co_nrmission a copy of their supportingannual interstate cost. separatiott siudS annual USF-HCLS filing and estim;ted usp-LSS filingfor revieq and the."rural LEC Average s-chedule companies;to nr" u *ffof the Universalservice Adminishative com-p-any's l"IisAC') aad tle xitional Exchange carriers Association,s("NIECA") proposed annual USF-HCLS and uSF-LSS amounts forreview.

particular, this Cornmission found that the provisions of tlie Federal CommunicationsCommission's f'FCC') Connect America Fund order' {Report and order and Fufiher Natice afProposed Rulemaking, Connect America Fund; Z, ttairoiat Broadb,and ii;; it Our Future;Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange carriers; Higi-cost {Jniversal
*nb: support; Dlv2loptng an {}nfred Interca*ier coifensation Regime; Federar-state JaintBoard on Univevsal Ssrvice; Lifetiie and Link-Up; {Iniirsal Service Reform * Mobility Fund,WC Docket Nos' 10-90, A7'135, a5437,03-109; 

-GN 
Docket No. 09-51; CC Docket Nos. 01-92,9645; WT Docket No. 10-208; and FCC 11-161, rel. Nov. 1g,20ll) supersede and replace therequirements applicable to plevi,ous high-cost funding mechanisms. Eligifle t.to**ications

lryTt ("ETCs") now receive high-cost support thut in"I.rdrs local #i;hid-;"pp.rt, and the
{CC has implemented extensive reporting requirements for recipients of these funds. Because ofthese changes, the commission found thlt iican_adequately assess the Rural LECs, compliancewith these federat .*lglliog requirements based on-u ,.rri.* of the annual Fcc Fomr 4glssubmitted bythe Rural LECs.

. Alcordingly,.Blountsville Telephone LLC ("Blountsville') certifies its compliance infiling its FCC Form 481 for the prcgram year 2019 as required. Blountsville filther certifies thatall-federal high-cost support provided to Blountsville was used in the p.""raio! 
"uiendar 

year andwill be used in the coming 
"-4.-d* 

year only f9r the provision, *uint"n*"I *a 
"perud;d;;facilities and services for which suc-h support is intended, consistent with sectio n 254 of theTelecommunications Act of 1996.

Blountsville respe_c1fully requests that the Cornmission notify the FCC prior to October 1of this year that Blountsville is eiigible to receive federal high-cost support in 2019. Any questions
regarding this submission or the underlying documentatioi submitted to the Commission shouldbe directed to the undersigned at (256) ige4+ZO.

Respecffu lly Submitted,

BLOUNTSVILLE TELEPHONE LLC

r da*

CERTIFICATION

By:

As Its:
Date:

Andrews
Yice

Dennis

a



@ELco
Technology. Tradition. Together,

July 3,2018

.VJA HAND DELIYERY
Honorable Walter L. Thomas, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 No-rth Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

RE: Brindlee Mountain Telephone LLCos Certification of Eligibility to ReceiveHigh-c_osr Supporr ror 20t9 pursuant to 47 u.s.C. s 254; *? C.r.n. g 5aJ14;APSC Docket 25980; FCC WC Docket No. l4-S8

Dear Mr. Thomas:

In conjunction with the Alabama Public service Commission,s (the..Commission,,) annualcertification requirements, please find attached for electronic filing grindlee lu;urrtuio TelephoneLLC's ("Brindlee Mountain') certifieation^tlra! i! is erigibie to continue to receive federal high-cost universal service suprort for the year 20i9, in accirdance with the requirements of section254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996,4; c.F.R- ,E i+.gr+, Apsc Docket No. 259g0 andFCC wc DocketNo. 14-58, The criginal and. one 
""py;ill be delivered to the commission.

Please be further advised that Brindlee Mountain is in compliance with all applicablerequirements for filing the FCC Fonn 481 for the program year ?019, as set forth in cannectAmerica Fund; ETC Annaal Reports and Certifiroiion"rl,Report and order, 32 Fcc Rcd 5944
13.0J } {"ETC Reportjry slrgamtining order ") and In the waiier of connect Ameries Fund,order,wC-Docket I 0-90 (DA 18-5s5) (June 6, 20l8i,and with this Commission,s orders in Docket No.2s980.

- Should you have any questions regarding this matter, or if any additional information isrequired, please contact me at (256) 5S6-1420.

Very truly yours,

$rr^"-,,{-d*4*-
Dennis K. Andrews
Senior Vice President

Encloswe



In its septernber 27,2016 order in APSC Docket 259g0, this commission undertooksubstantial revisions to its previous order of December i-0, 2001, in this same docket, whichrequired the "rutal LEC cost companies" to file with the 
-ommissiol 

a copy of their supportingannual interstate cost separation study, annual USF-HCLS filing and 
".tioiut"a 

USF-LSS filingfor review, and the."rural LEC Average.sl-lredule co*f*i"r" to file a copy of the universalservice Administrative com-p-any's 1"u:sAC') and the Naltionar Exchange cariers Association,s(*NECA") proposed annual USF-HCLS and usF-LSS amounts forreview.

In particular, this commission fot ncl that the provisions of the Federal communicationscommission's ("FCC') Connect America luna oraei(n"prr, snd order and Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, Connect America Fund; ,e Naiioiat Broadband plan for Our Future;Establishing Just and Reasonabre Rates for Locar Exchange carriers; High-cost (Jniversarservice sapport; De.vltoping al unified liter"orrliff co*p"^otion Regime; Federal-state JointBoard on universal service; Lifeliie and Link-up; urirlriot service Reform - Mobility Fund,wc DocketNos. 10-90, 07-13i,05-337,03-109; 
-cN 

oo"t"t No. 09-51; cc oo"r."t Nos. 01-92,96-45; wr Docket No' 10-208; and FCC 11-16i, rel. Nov. lg,2al1) supersede and replace therequirements applicable to previous high-cost f,rniing mechanisrns. Eligible telecommunicationscarriers ("ETCs") now receive high-cost support that includes local sr.+'itching support, and theFCC has implemented extensive reporting requirements for recipients of these funds. Because ofthese changes, the commission found thit it^can-aa"q*i"rv-ussess the Rural LECs, compliancewith these federal Ygting requirements based or'u ,.ii.* of the annual FCC Fonn 4g1ssubmitted by &e Rural LECs.

Accordingly, Brindlee Mountain Telephone LLC ("Brindlee Mountain ) certifies itscompliance. 
in filing its FCC Form 481 for the piogru* y"* iotl as required. Brindlee Mountainfurther certifies that all federal high-cost supp;rt f,rovided to Brindlee Mountain was used in thepreceding calendar year and wif be useo- in the^coming 

"alendar 
year only for the provision,*.li,,ltnTte and upgrading of facilities and services for wiich such support is intended, consistentwith section2'4 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

vEvr' s*rrrrv* ro u.vrrt

Brindlee Mountain respectfully requests that the Commission notifu the FCC prior tooctober I of this year that Brindlee t"touriui" is eligible to receive federal high-cost support in
?0L9' Any questions regarding this submission or tr,J*o"rrving documentation submitted to trrecommission should be directed to the undersigned x asiii:ga-1420.

CERTIF'ICATION

Respectfully Submined,

BRINDLEE MOI.INTAIN TELEPHONE LLC

By:

As Its:
Date:

K. Andrews
lce

/

.U



CASTLEBERRY TELET'HONE COMPANY, INC.
P.O. BOX37

CASTLEBERRY, ALABAM A 36432
PHONE 2514ffi-2r1}

a*, Z! 201 8

RE; castleherry Telephone company, rnc.'s Certification of Eligibilify to ReceiyeHigh cost support for 2019 pursuant to 47 u.s.C. g 25a; +f i.r.n g 54Jr4;APSC Docket 25980; FCC WC Docket No. t4-S8

Dear Mr. Thomas:

In conjunction with the Alabama Public service commission,s (the .,commission,,)
annual certification requirements, please find attached for electronic rrting castlebe*y
I"JtploT lompany, Inc-'s ("castleberry") certificati; thut it is erigibie ; .or,iin . to receivefederal high-cost universal service support for the year 2019, in accordance with therequirements of Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996:,4J c.Fn: $ 54.3l4,ApSCDocket No' 25980 and FCC wc Docket No. 14-58. The original and one copy of this filing willbe delivered to the Commission.

Please be further advised that castleberry is in compliance with all applicablerequirements forfiling the FCC Form 481 for the program year 2a19, as set forth in conneclAmerica Fund; ETC Annual Reports and certiJiritroir, xiport and order, 32 FcC Rcd 5944QalT (ETC Reroltjng_streamtining order';) and.In ih" 'llott* 
of connect America Fund,order, wc Docket 10-90 (DA 18-581) (.lune 6, 2018), unJwitn this commission,s orders inDocket No. 25980.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, or if any additional information isrequired, please contact me at {2Sl) 966_2115. 
Esv*ru*sr

VIA HAND DELIYERY
rtor,oruUt. Wutt rIJiliias, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, AL 3f 104

Very truly yours,

4n^*, fCg&**f
Homer Holland
Secretary/Treasurer

Enclosure



525 Junction Rci
lVlsdisoru \AJl 531"17

www.tdstelecom,coir)

VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

Honorable Walter L. Thomas, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
100 North Union Street, STE 9S0
Montgomery, AL 96104

RE: APS. certificatiol:f Fliq'lirity toReceive High Gost supportPursuant to 47 G.F.R. gS4-.314;-ApSC Docket *ge0.

June 26, 2018

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Very trufy yours,

Wttt$fri!-/*,
Manager - State Government Affairs

Enclosure

cc: David Peeler

ln conjunction with the Commissioner's annual certification requirements, please findenclosed for electronic {iling Builer Telephone co,n;*ny, lnc., oakman 
-ieGpnone

company and peopre-s Terephone company dlola Tris ierecom,s (the ,,companies,,)
certification that the companies are etiiinb to continue to receive federal high costsupport for high-cost universal service support for the year 201g, in accordance with therequirements of section2S4 of the Telecommunications Act of lggo, ai a.i.n. S'!+.sr+and APSC Docket No. 25980. The originar ano ten iioi iopi"r have been enctosed.

lf additional information is required, please contact me at g65-6 T1-4749.



525 Junction Rd,
Modison, W 537.17
www.tdstelecom,com

June 25, 2018

Honorable Walter L. Thornas, Jr., Secretary
Alabama Public Service Commission
STE 950
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

RE: TDS T*l*corr't certifi.*Pn-{_e]isj!il]tr_ to Receive High cost support for20{9 Furssant to 4I U.q"C" S 3fa;-+z C.'f.n. S s4.314; ip-SC io"ket 25980;FCC $ire Dosket No. i4*S$

Dear Mr. Thomas:

.ln ryIju1c{i*n with th* Alabama Public service commission,s (the ,,commission,,)
annual certificailon *qu.it*.m?Its_,..plean* find attaih"J-t etectronic filing TDS Telecom,s('TDS') certificaticn, on behar of its Alauamt -uGi*-ilies] Bu*er Telephcne s*mpany, rnc.,oakman Tetephrne ?*.pqnv, and p*apre. T;drd#-lugnrrnr, that r[B is e]igihre tocontinue to rese-ive federaltigh-coat *niveilar yrvicie- *upportfciih; &;rri6,, ac**rdancewith the requirements of seition 254 af the Tetecommtinications .qct or iggb,'+?T;.4:"S
ilii,5';j[3:i,:.ir"j l:#::[and FCc wc D;;k;i r,ro ra_ss rh; ;s;;iano one cop]

As required under its september..27,*2016 order, TDS provided notifjcation to thecommission of its accepta*ce of Alternative bonnect nr"ii:g cost Model (A-CAM,) fundingfollcrui*g the FCC's approvat, commencinq rllr.y. t, ioirl. u;deiA_'cxrvr, ros has anobligation to deploy anh offei broadbsnd io 10,940 tocations in Alabarna ,n* nru alreadybegun deplovins facilities to meet the first +cyo' b*nch;;";i'il;t ffiil.i tocatians byDecember 21, 2a?0. TDS will utilize tr',e n-c*n* ;yqffi f3r th* 201e program ye*r farinvestment and expenses that may inctuoe ext*n*irn ot?[*r, deploymen{ *nd rnai*tenanc* sfbroadband capable equipment. 
Yr "vv" Yevrv''rrstrr i'Ir{r III;

Please be further advised that, in accordance with 47 c.F.R. s 54.313 and thecommission's Frrf&*r Rep*rf and order 
91 sgntemr 

"izi',"2arc, 
in oocr& tto. zsgao, roshas submitted copies pf the FCC Fann 481 filed'witn'in" Fuil"rl communications commissionfFcc) and the universai $ervice Adrninistratioe- compJriy ("usAC) for the program year2019, to the commission's Utirity services Division 

"il;;:;plrrate cover.

should you have any questions reg_arding this matter, or if any additional information isrequired, please contact me at (g65) 6714749.

truly yours,

/a
Enclosure
cc: David Peeler

c
State Government Affairs



Docusign Envelope lD; 85D75284-6856_4604_8803_7i8664C5E676

By:

before me this

CERTIFICATION

Respectfulty Submitted,

TDS TELECOM, on behatf of its Atabama
subsidiaries:
BUTLER TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
OAKMAN TELEPHONE COMPANY

PHONE COMPANY

In its September 27, 2016 order in AP$C Docket 25980, this commission undertooksubstantial revisions to its previous oraer. or,oecemuei"io,-zool, in this same docket, whichrequired the "rurat L$c ccst-.comp*nies" to tile wiin irre [imm;ssirn a c$py of their supportingannual inter$tate *sl:gfgtion siudy, annuai usi-iiels fir;fu and estimated us-i+ss firing forneview, and rhe .rurar LEC Average sict*t4g"*p"niJ i;;;"-;;;;ffi;"u;lversar seMceAdministrative cornpanfs ("USAd") and the ruaiionJ gxcnange carriers essocLiion,s (.NECA')proposed annuarUSF-HCLS and USF-LSS amounts iorieri"w.

ln particular, this commission found that the provisions of the Federal communicationscommission s ("FCC') connect America runJ-oraer"iR;i;; and order and Further Natie ofPraposed Rulemaking, connect Ameica Fund; A N;rion;i Broadbatnd ii;* i;; aur Future;qsfab/rsht19 Just and Reasonable Rafes for to 
"il 

e*"iiig;Zaniers; Higtt-cost {Jniversatserviee
fyoro*; Dgveloping an llnified lntercanie.r gompingrtii-nl&i*r; Federal-sfa te Jaint Board onUniversal Seryice; Lifetine and _Li1tk..rJp; univeriat Servjce Cifi"i _- Mrb;ii iriO, WC DocketNos. 10-90, 07-13s, 011L 03-109; br.r-Oocre! r.ro. rig_ii;--CC o*r"t Noi,. 01_92, 96-45; WTDocket No' 10-208; and FCC 11-161, rel. Nov. ig, zoliirrp"*"oe and reptace the requirementsapplicable to previous 

. 
h.igh-cost funding mechanism6.---aiginr" telecommunications ca,iers("ETCs") now receive high-cost support tirat includes tocat r*jt"ning support, and the FCC hasimplemented extensive. riporting reguirements. tor recipie;ir of these iunds. Because of thesechanges, the commission found thai it can adequately ,.*"r. the Rural LECs, compliance withthese federal reporting requirements based on a'reviJi, oiin*nnral FCC Form 4g1s submittedby the RuralLECs.

Accordingly, TDS Telecom ("TDS'), on behalf of its Alabama subsidiaries, Builer Telephonecompany, lnc', oakman Teleph.on! c*mpany, and-eeofni iJepnone company, certifies that ithas tirnelv filed its Fonn 4s1 for.the qrq$*;* year es19 tiirn tr" rbc ana-usAc ,jnjir". provideda courlesy copy of the same to the itador tne commissiont'uiitity services Division. TDS furthercertifi*s that allfederal high-*ost suppod provided to ros wrr-u*"d in th* preceding cafendaryearand w{lt b* usad in the $dng, irr"iiiri y*ar o1{ for thJ piouirion, m*lnten*nce ai* upgraxing orfacilities and senrice: Fr.rylfl sucn iupport ls intended, consistent with sect ion 254 of lheTelecommunications Act of 1gg6.

.. IDs respectfully requests that the commission notifu the FCC prior to october 1 of thisyear that rDS subsidiaries are eligible to receive federal rrlgii-dst support in 2019. Any questionsregarding this submissi,.n.:l1lqgld.?lv-ino documentation-suomitted to the commission should bedirected to Jim Meade at (365) 611-4749.

w
Vice President

-dJ aay of June, 2018

*Ugrl0

s

,"
I
*
*

My Commission 24,2A19 Date: 20//



CASYLEBENRY TETEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
P.O. BOX 37

CASTTEBERRY, ALABAMA 36432
PHONE 25L_966_2710

CERTIFICATION

In its september 27,2016 order in APSC Docket zsggo,this commission undertooksubstantial revisions to its previous order or o"""mr"r-2-fr,200t-, io thi, ;;e doeket, w.hichrequired the "rural LEC cosi companies" to file with the 
-ommissiol"";;;;itheir 

supportingannual interstate cost separalion study, amual USF-HCLS filing and 
"r,lr[r:t-a USF-LSS filingfor review' and the,"rural LEC a**g^t.*-hedule companies" to file a copy of the universalservice Administrative comp-any's 1"Li.sAC") and,rr"-N.Iaorrl Exchange carriers Association,s("NECA") proposed annual USF-HCLS and usF.LSS amounts for review.

In particular, this committion forrTt thulth. provisions of the Federal communicationscommission's ("FCC") conoect America 
lund.ordff (a*;';rrr;;,;;";; iurthe, Notice ofProposed Rutemaking, Connect America Fund; e tiliini ;r;";;;;'a"iffi, our Future;Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for L,ocat zx"n:inge carriers,. High-cost (Jniversalservicesupport; Deueloping an unrfied tnirrrirri, al*irrorion Regime; Federal-state JointBoard on (Jniversql Serviie;Lifetiie arud Link-tJp; i"iirrrot S"rt,ice Reform _Mobitity F.und,wc Docket Nos' 10-90,,07"13i,a5-337,03-109; bx no"r..t No. 09-51; ic ooctet Nos. 01-92,96'45: wr Docket No' 10-208; ana FCc 1 l-1G,1,..1.-N;;. 1g, 2011) supersede and replacetherequirements applicable to previous high-cost nrnaing *"rt *i..rrs. Eligible telecommunicationscarriers ("ETCs") now reciive high-cistsupport that includes local switching suppor! and theFCC has implementedextensive re[orting requirements for recipients of these funds. Because ofthese changes, the Commission found ttut ii"*-ud"q;;-"ssess flie Rural LEcs, compliancewith these federal t"ggtrg requirements based or^* r"ii.. of the annual Fcc Form 4glssubmitted by the Rural LECs.

Accordingry, .c"rj$"g Terephone 
- 
company, Inc. (.,castreberry,) certifies itscompliance in filing its FCC FLrm a8i for the r;;; iear 2019 as required. castleberryfurther certifies that all fe$eral high-cost srpport piovided to castleberry was used in thepreceding calendar year and will be used in 1t" "oriing 

.ri."o* year only for the provision,maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services for.yg"h such support is intended,consistent with sectio,n254ortn" Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Castleberry respectfully requests that the Commission noti$r the FCC prior to October Iof this year that castleberY is etigiute to receive federal.high-cost ,upport in 2019. Anyquestions regarding this submissiol 
"]_ +; *,,Lffi; documentation submitted to theCommission shourd be directed to HomerHolrand 

"taiffl9es-zfis.



Respectfully Submitted,

CASTLEBERRY TELEPHONE COMPANY, IT.{C.

By:
Homer Holland

As lts: Secretary/Treasurer

Date: ;l.f U,l
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"We Keep Ytu Cannected"

I44McCURDYAYE. NORTH
PO. BOX 217

RAINSVILLE, AL 35986
www. fa rnt erstel, cotll

(256) 638-2144
FAX (256) 638-4830

July 09,2018

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Honorable Sfalter L. Thomas, Jr', Secretary

Alabama Public Service Commission
RSA Union Building
100 North Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36fi4

REI Farmers Telecommunications Cooper*tive, Inc.'s Certification of Eligibitity

to Receivc High Cost Support for 2019 Pursu*nt to 47 U.S.C. $ 25a; 47 C.F.R.

$ 5a31a; APSC Docket 25980; FCC WC Docket No' 14-58

DearMr. Thomas:

In conjunction with the Alabama Public Service Commission's (the "Commission") arnual

certification rlquirements, please fin<l attached for electronic filing Farmers Telecommunications
-o*perativ", 

In-c.,s ('.Farmers") certification that ir is eligible to continue to receive federal high'

cost universal service supparl ior tire year 2A19, in aceordance with the requireinents of Section

254 of the Telecomrnunications Act of 1996,47 C.F.R. $ 54.314, APSC Docket No' 25980 and

FCC WC Docket No. 14-58. The original and one copy will be d*livered to the Commission'

please be further advised that Farmers is in ccmpliance wi& all applicable requirements

tbr filing the FCC Form 481 for the prograrn year 2AL9, as set forth in Connect America Fund;

gTC )ir"ol Repor;ts and Certificationi, Report and Order, 32 FCC Rcd 5944 QAIT (*ETC

Reporting Streamlining Order"i and In the ltotrc, af Connect America Fund, Otder, WC Docket

f o'-gO tdA 1B-5S5) (Jrine 6, ZOiS;, and with this Commission's Orders in Docket No' 25980'

Should you have any questions regarding this tnatter, or if any additional information is

required, please contact me at (256) 638-2144'

J

Enclosure

Vice President and General Manager
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144 McCURDYAvE' NORTH
P.O. BOX 217

RAINSVILLE, AL 35986
wrvw.farmerstel .coln

"We Keep ktu Cottnected"
(2s6) 638-2144

FAX (2s6) 638-4830

CERTTFICATION

In its Septembet 27,2016 order in APSC Docket 25g8a, this Commission.undertook

substa.tial .euisions io its previous order of December 20, 200i, in this same docket, which

req*ired the..rural Lgi coi companies,'to file rvith the commission a copy of their supporting

annual interstate cost separation srudy, annuar usF-HcLS filing and estimated USF-LSS filing

for review, and the.,rural LEC Average ichedule Companies"-to file a copy of the Universal

service Administratir. co*puny,s 1.'U-SAC") and the National Exchange Carriers Association's

fX[ii';l piopor.a aonua1 USf-ffCfS and USF-LSS amounts for review'

In particular, this Commission found that the provisions of the Federal comrnunicalirins

Commission,s ('FCC") Connect America Fund Ordei (Report and Ortler and Further Natice of

;;;;;;;; Rtileinaking, Connect America Fund; A National Broadband Plan fur our Future;

Establishtng Jrst aid Reasonable Ratis for iocat Exchange Carriers; High-Cost Universal

Service Support; Ouiufoping an (Jnified.I*ercarrier Compensation Regime; Federal-State Joint

Board on (Jniversal Sentice; Lifetine and Link-up; Univirsal Service Reform - Mobility Fund

WC Docket Nos. 10-90, 07-135, 05-337,03-109; bN Docket No. 09-51; cc Docket Nos' 01-92,

96-45;WT Docket No. 10-208; and FCC if -f Oi. rel. Nov, 18, 2011) supersede and replace the

requirements applieable io pr"oioo, high-cost funding mechanisms' Eligible telecommunications

caffiers ("ETCs") ,o* .*"rire high-cost support thit includes local switching support' and the

FCC has implemented'extensive rJpo*ingffiirements for recipients of these 1l1t' Because of

these ciranges, the commission found th"at it'can adequately usi"s. the Rt*al LECs' cornpliance

with these federal reporting requirements based on-a review of the annual FCC Form 481s

subrnitted by the Rural LECs'

Accordi,gly, Farmers Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. ('Farmers") certifies its

compliance in frling its FCC Forrn 48i for the program year 2A19 as required' Farmers furlher

cerlifies that all federal high-cost support provided to rur*"r. was used in the preccding calendar

year and will be used in" the coming .Jt"naut year only for the provision, maintenance and

upgrading of facilities and services for rn'hicfr such support is intended, consistent with Section 254

oiitt" Telecommunications Act of 1996'

Farmers respectfully requests that the Commission notifu the FCC P]!9r to October 1 of

this year that Farmers is eiigiUle to receive federal high-cost support in2079' Any questions

regarding this submission orihe underiying documentat-ion submitted to the commission should

UJairectea to the undersigned at (256) 638-2144'



Respectfu lly Submitted,

FARMERS TELECOMMLINICATION S

coo INC.

By:
J

As Its: and General

Manager

Date:


